Discussion

Workshop participants discussed a variety of examples of successful
multilateral S&T cooperation. It was pointed out that the Global At-
mospheric Research Project (GARP) is one of the most successful
international programs in geophysics ever undertaken. GARP arose
out of unique political and scientific circumstances in the early 1960s,
and control of the project was dominated by a small number of
developed countries, led by their weather services. It not only
demonstrated the possibilities for international cooperation, but it also
brought together in new ways the scientific disciplines of
oceanography and meteorology. It provided proof that it was possible
to conduct practical field programs in special environments with inter-
national scientific teams, and this set the stage for further work.

Some of the elements of GARP's success may be transferable to
other types of S&T cooperation. First, the program managed to
preserve its scientific integrity throughout its lifetime. There was never
any question that critical decisions were made primarily on the basis of
science, although the political support the project received from suc-
cessive U.S. presidents also was important. Second, there was a
carefully designed institutional arrangement, involving both WMO
and ICSU, and an independently funded joint planning staff along
with supporting committees in individual countries that provided
scientific input and political support. Thus, the most transferable
lesson from GARP was the possibility of establishing a long-lasting in-
tergovernmental arrangement that draws on the strengths of all par-
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